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. “A few more such victorious re-
and we ars rulned.”"—Imaginary in-
with Von Hindenburg.

" Why doean't the Governor appoint
iblie Service Commissioner to fill the
ney now existing? The plans of im.

Philadelphia are being held up
the Governor delays.

Bpain's persistent neutrality in the

it of world strife apparently indicates

hat comfortloving Sancho Panza, and

ot ph.l\rllrlc Don Quixote, is ruling in
wantes's fatherland.

Insurance for Philadelphians who
préemiums to be pald by the city,
& novel {dea, It has been under-
with great success in Canada.
insurance, even «for war, is not
heavy, and certainly the city
protect those who protect it.

£ sort of patriotism in pledging to de-

the entire profits of the current an-

il stage production to military pur-

#8. The Unliversity boys, though ap-

ng in so drowsily captioned a piece

p¥Mr. Rip Van Winkle,” display noth-
§ woporific in thelr loyalty.

“The Irish Republic Btill Lives" de-

& Dublin billboard displayed on

Monday, Now that the whole

Y ls arming to defend liberty there

| & much deeper spiritual significance

i that statement than during the tragle

: on of a year ago. For the world

be sot free without Irish lberty,

will it be.

The baseball season opens under
=k never paralleled in the career
#f our national game. Waterioo, as
Ffary one knows, was won on the cricket
s of England. Perhaps the future his-
fan will record that the Kalser was
on the American dlamonds. We
our athletic past, at any rate,
t much of the courage and endurance
£ American manhood must summon to
"ﬂl great test.

"The deciaion of the Supreme Court

3 effect that Federal courts have
‘ Jurisdiction in election frauds, even
pough Federal officers are being voted
g the election, is not wholly dis-
iragis The Bupreme Court points
the only reason for lack of
Bh jurisdiction is the failure of Con-
i ‘in act. It can easily confer juris-
R on the Federal courts. At the
of the Terre Haute cases it was

i that the Government was

on new ground, more or less

The EvENING LEDGER as-

d & special investigator to study
Indiana situation at the time Lecause
to open the way for the our-

At of fraud in Pennsylvania; a
substantiated later by the aotivity
District Attorney Hume in the cases
Motly begun in Pittsburgh. It is only
Sstion of time before Congress will
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\ dependents.

per square mile in the

new offensive is greaatly In axcess
number recently gmined when
third of the occupled part, of

case may be, the mangled dead of
Eddystone In elther case are a sacrifice
for the cause of human liberty and the
curbing of tyranny. It was thelr privi-
lege to fight In the Industrial army of
defense, than which there i¥ none more
important in the prosecution of this war.
Through our tears we can honor them
and with our means we can succor their

NO PARTIES; ONE COUNTRY

LIHU ROOT has rendered a great

service to his country in calling upon
Republicans to put aside all thought of
party in the nation's crisis. “The Repub-
lican party loves its country more than
it Joves place and power,” Mr. Root de-
clared. “We need no coalltlon govern-
ment to make us loyal.”

To the honor of the party it can be gald
that the idea of coalition has been put
forward by no man prominent in its
ranks. In fact, it has been from centers
of independent opinion that the sugges-
tion has come. Conalitlon Is confession of
disunity. 1t is never suggesied az an ald
to efMolency, but almost Invariably with
the idea of bolstering up a supposedly
weak executive. Thus Mr. Asquith could
not fuse all party creeds Into patriotic
unity and coalition was resorted to. 1If it
were advisable to make changes In the
Cabinet for the sake of efflclency, the very
men whose names suggest themselves—
men like Goethals and Edison—are out of
politics and are not partisans, do that
their selection would have no political
effact.

Everywhere the war has destroyed old
party lines and formed new ones. In the
belligerent countries it has gradually pro-
duced new partles. For the present Amer-
ton com 644 aeag VM non

THE HUMILIATED COMMON-
WEALTH

CITIZE?\'B have read of the wellnigh
fneredible situation at Harrisburg
with contampt and derision. The State's
first measure for co-operation with the
Government—the appropriation of a pal-
try $2,000,000 for its own defense—is held
up by factional politics. Pennsylvanlans
know that the politiclans represent no-
body but themselves, But America does
not know this, and naturally supposes the
outrageous delay at Harrisburg is the
result of & deep-aeated indifference among
Pennsylvanians toward the success or
fallure of the nation's war.

The reason for the dslay ia even worse
than the delay itself. The Penrose and
Vare leaders who conferred in the Gov-
ernor's office let it be known that the
Federal Government counts upon Fenn-
sylvania to furnish between one-tenth
and one-elghth of the funds, men and
munitions for the war. And because they
realize thia theso politicians are discuss-
ing the immense share that the State will
take In the same spirit in which they
are sccustomed to discuss the spolls of
partisan victory! Equally corrupt as they
are, leaders of either faction can hardly
gink to traitorous misappropriation of
war funds. Yet this suspiclon, held by
each side against the other, is the ground
for the present dispute. The Organization
Is afraid to trust itself with the money of
the Commonwealth.

Other Btates have learned only this
spectacular feature of our shame. 1t is
not emphasized in the news dispatches
that go out to the country that the State
Government is holding up every reform
measure on the program that has been
bafore it for three and a half monthas,
and that most of the measures are vitally
connected with the nation's success in the
war, The bill to stamp out the “dope" evil
that Is incapacitating thousands of young
men for military and Industrial service
has not been passed. Completion of Phila-
delphia's transportation system, needed to
carry our producers of war material to
their work with all speed, Is held up by
& combination of muddling and obstruc-
tionlam invelving the Public S8ervice Com.
mission, which have their source in the
selfish designs of contractor-politicians.
A dozen meritorious proposals lle dor-
mant while petty politicians squabbla.

Every ecitizen, even the most humble
and obacure, should bring every pressure
in his power to bear upon his Senator
and Representative to redeem the honor

of his humilisted Commonwealth,
e ——e——

RUSSIA'S NEW PURPOSE

Enormqus Sums Asked for Make
Past Expenditures Seem Insig-
nificant—Will Congress
Consent?

Special Correapondenco Buvening Ledper
AVASHINGTON, April 11
EN Shirmuan said “War is hell” he
was referring chiefly to phyalecal condi-
tions, to the brutalizing of humankind, to
the ruthless deatruoction of property, to the
distreas of the peopls, to the loas of life
and the maiming of the body. Throughout
the whola of the European war we have had
it from a thousand authorities that Sherman
was right In his dlagnosia of the situation.
But apart from the phyeleal conditions, the
strons of mind and heart and the bloodier
aspects of war, the financial conditions In-
cldent to war are entitled to representation
at the councll tables of the placa to which
Sherman so abruptly referred. ‘“‘War |8
hell" financially, as the belligerent nations
of Eurapo are learning to thelr sorrow. War
i easily provoked, but not so easlly pald
for. It costs money to conduct a war, and
as war, sclentifleally organized, depends
upon vasl rosources, tremendous expensoe |s
Inavitable. Great Britain is sald to be
spending approximately $30,000,000 every
day the war In EKurope continues. This
dally expenditure over there would be
sufficlent hera to bulld all the new public
bulldings authorized in the publie build-
inga bill of the last session, providing, as It
did, for new structures in all parts of the
country where the people have been waiting
yeara for improvements, This b1l was re-
Jeeted In the Inst gession on the ground of
economy, and it will have hard sledding thia
session, even though it carries a total appros
priation below the daily cost of war to one
of the European belligerents only.

What Americans Must Face

The familinr ory of “pork.” recently
applled with telling effect to rivers and
harbors and public bulldings bills, carry-
Ing less for several years for all the States
of the Unlon than the one day's cost to a
single belligerent in  Europe, will pale
lgnominiously in contrast with the probable
daily cost of wir as now being arranged
by the department heads in Washington,
Befora the German outrages had brought
the Administration to & serlous notion of
war, direct taxes i various forms had been
authorized by Congress to the tune of sub.
stantially $7.60 for every man, woman and
child.

The Secretary of the Treasury and the
President himself had been suggesting to
Congress new methods of taxation made
necessary, partly by war and partly by
economie conditions. They tollowed up the
income tax with stamp taxes, and the
FPresident on one occasion suggested to Con-
gress that gasoline and stationary englnes
should be included among the new things
to be taxed. Since the declaration of war
with Germany, however, all thege seemingly
Important suggestions have been dwarfed
by the positive estimates submitted by the
Secretary of the Treasury. Fven the Con-
gressmen who have tried to keep in touch
with affairs have been startled by the ex-
tent of the administrative war policy as
revealed by the amount of money required.

Tremendous Appropriations Required

Mr. McAdoo, acting for the President and
the various departments, has heen putting
the financial problem promptly and squarely
up to Congress. The total asiked for thus
far has mounted up to more than $3,500,-
000,000, On the per caplta basig that alone
s $36 for every man, woman and child in
the United States, or for every husband,
wife and child $106, or for every father
and mother with two ohildren $140., And
this, Congress Is told, Is only a bheginning
The principal item from any of the de-
partments is the War Department request
for §2,032,587.983, In his five-line note to
the Speaker of the House of Hepresenta-
tives Secretary McAdoo states that this s
“a special estimate of appropriations for
national defense” to “be Immediately avall-
able and to remaln avallable untll ex-
pended.” In a single paragraph, placing
this estimate in form for consideration by
the House committee, it Is provided that
this sum Is to be expended "under such
regulations as the President may prescribe.”
There are no detalls, Congress |s thus ex-
pected to appropriate a lump sum, equal to
more than half the cost of the Civil War,
In one Item to be used "at the discretion
of the President.” It j& not sure that Con-
gress will 8o paas thig Item or that It will
not be subject to reviglon or amendment.
The *“to remain avallable until expended”
provision s wittingly or otherwige a chal-

denge to the authority of Congress, since

the Constitutlon provides that, while Con-
gress shall have power “to raise and sup-
port armiecs,” “no appropriation of money
to that use shall be for a longer term than
two years' Congress will undoubtedly
provide the money necessary lo prorecute
the war, but before the money Is appro-
priated consideration must necessarily be
glven to details, even to limitations of ex-
penditure,

Taxes Will Be High

How will these enormous initinl expensea
be met? The President suggests direct
taxes, becauss the present generation should
pay the blil. In the Treasury Department
and elsewhere they are discussing bond
{ssues, which future generations will have
to pay. Rates of interest and the style of
bonds are already under discussion. “The
financlal interests'  proposition Ia belleved
to favor an immediate issus of §1,000,000,-
000 of bonds at & rate of interest not dis-
closed, but so adjusted as to insure the sale
of the bonda without figuring on subsequent
issues at & higher rate of interest Thus
far, bonds authorized to the extent of §5674,~
000,000 provide s 3 par oemt rate. Con-
gress is not disposed to increase that rate,

But the issue of bonds ls vying with di-
rect taxes as suggested by the President.
Ths Ways and Means Committes will have
to determine these questions.

Sonie of the suggestions already made, if
put Into effect, will give the public some-
thing to think mbout. It ia held that direct
taxes will do more than.anything else to
bring the American war in Europe to a
speedy closa, I have not catalogued all of
the suggestions for ralslpg War revenue,
but here nre some of them that have been
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¥ THE LAMPPOST
The Witle girl begged of me: "Dad, Uf
you oan,
I wish you'd de funny ond write
A nice little rhyme of the lomp-liphter-
man
And the Dblossoma ha hangs up ot
night.”

And that was the task I'd elected to try,
When a volce in the local room said:
“The Eddystone shrapnel plant's blown

aky-high
And a hundred and Afty are dead!”

.va window looked out on a strotch of
clear sky, 1
With never a cloud in the blue;
And over the roof-tops, a joy to the eye,
Our banners of Hberty flew.
“Oh, vision of peace, with such beauty
around
I can astill de MHoht-hearted” I sald.
I started to count all those banners
« & * I found
I merely was counting the dead.

A walk, out-of-doors, in the blessed fresh
air
Haod often been helpful bofore;
For pleasant distraotions and prople
were there * ¢ ¢
I though of my dutles once more,
I thoupht of the lamp-lighter walking
hizs beat ¢ ¢ »
“Young women and girls"—so I read
On the bulletin board, as I stood in the
street—
"Will be elghty per cent of the dead.”™

My own little pirl had said: “Dad, if yon
can,
I wish you'd be funny and write
A nice little rhyme of the lamp-lHghter-
man
And the blossoms
nighe™ = & @
A pleasant conceit; I shall do {t. * * *
But now
The lamp-Hghter's blossoms loom red,
And there is strange fruit that should
/ hang an that bough—
Aye, fruit that showld hang till il's
dead!

he hangs up naf

BEFORE “vodevil" became American
M. J. (Mike) Needfam was. He danced
In “variety" theatres in the davs when
Harry and John Kernell first told the
Jokes the vaudevilllans are still using;
only the audiences are new., Well, Mike
Is sixty-five years old now and his friends
are giving him a benefit on Wednesday
evening, April 18, at Clayton's Academy,
which Is on Ninth street above Girard
avenue, Glory be! if they could only
have Fhil the Fluter there:

Have so heard of Phil the Fluter of thoe town
of Ballymuck?
Bure, times were very r':unl with him, in factl,

the man wans broke;
8o he sint out invitations to his nelghbiors wan

Invitin; ;Ihlrn'tnu avenin' to be priaint nt n
JULLN
An' whin writin' he wanm careful to suggest
to thim
Thut ahould they see a hat of his convaynient
to the door
The ITliJrll'« they put in it whiniver he requested
n

im
The better'd be the tootin' an' the batterin'
of the floo
To the tootin' of the Rute
An' the twiddie of the fddle, O!
Hoppin' up and down
Like n hen upon a griddle, O!
Hands all round an'shands acroms,
An' pusain’ 1o the wall!
Oh bhadn't we the gayety
At Phil the Fluter's Hall?

“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”

Sir—Up In the town of Saranac Lake
there 15, or at least there used to be, u
sign announcing:

J. PARADISE
Wheelright
J. 8T. PETER
Blackamith
Heavenly, isn't 1t?

JAY EFP.

There are twenty-four Berlins In the
United States—besides Irving. One of
these I8 Iin Rensselaer County, New
York., Why not change its name to
Woodrow 7

—New York Telegraph.

Since Berlin means “free and open
spuce,” why not anticipate the SBpree the
Allies hope to reach and call all our Ber-

ling “Delenda.” -

And Don Marquis Is consldering the
offering of a prize for the renaming of
the selzed German ships. He suggests
the ' Stepfatherland for the Vaterland.
Meantime, ‘the German people with
whom we have no quarrel” seek to re-
name thelr war lord. “A large number
of them,"” says & dispatch, “demand that
the Reichstag confer upon Emperor Wil-
liam the title of ‘The Falthful'" We
move to add, “Unto Death,” the same to
take effect at once,

ANOTHER .\IAEE-L’P MAN

AY-DAY"
A girl can afford to ba
particular in her selection of & mate
and can walt until the proper man
appears or feel satisfled with life In
case ho should not appear.

Take half a lemon, remove seeds and
pound up pulp in sRkin.  Fill with salt
and use this to clean brass plpes and
faucets,

—Woman's page, morn. contemp.

“GONE

POETRY: A Magazine ‘of Verse for
April contains a bit of free verse which
achieves the distinction of presenting in
a single line the two adjectives, of all to
ba found in the language, that make us
most tired. If you care a hang about it—
and we'll never blame you if you don't—
youl might guess what the words are:

Between the siriped walls of the canvon
Burne a crescent of blus water. arresting,
polgnant:
Jewal-blue,
soul of opals und sapphires;
Feather-blua,
stain of Indigo on the paacock's breast,

A correspondent of the New York Bun
takes a crack at our suggestion that the
house cat be belled so that the birds may
be warned of his approach. Sez he:

Follow the winding course of the farm
cat over & light snow In winter from
the time It sets out from home, through
woodlands, swamps, salt marshes and
beaches, covering miles in & night. The
same course, though Invisible, is cov-
ered in summer when hundreds of nests
on or near the ground are crowded with

a- young of our most usaful species of

But it was the city cat and his subur-
ban couwin we had In mind, not the farm
cat, whose range is wider. ' That unprin-
cipled ralder should be oribbed, cabined
and confined during the nesting season;
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WHY FRANCE
FIGHTS SO HARD

It Remembers the German Out-
rages of 1870—The Story of
Vengeance of an

0Old Man
By HENRI BAZIN
Special Correspondant of the KEvexiNe LEuoEa
in France,
PARIS, March 10.

IVE months ago, In the Boulevard

Clichy, 1 met a passing battallon, There
was nothing unusuml in that. But one of
the ofMcers lonked upon me with & eurlous
glad recognition as he sirodes by. He had
been my roommiate et College Chaptal in
Montmarthe in the long ago, when nefther
of us had gray about the temples, and we
had not met for years.

Today I visited him In & Parls hospital
Whl'ro he s convalescent fl‘ull'l Wl)u!‘ldﬂ re.
celved at ————  And as T sat by his cot,
whers we had exchanged a flood of peraonal
reministences and experiences, he told me
this story:

“"We needed re-enforcements In my com-
pany after - And among thoss sent
us from the rear was a tall, thin, wrinkled,
gray-halred man, atgleast sixty. When ha
caw me he presanted arma llke & conseript,
wnd then, approaching, held out his hand,
saying:

My captain, I am honored to make your
Rcquaintance.’

“While \ '8 actlon was not quite regular,
there was, 'ch genuine sincerity In it that
I grusped Mg hand and sald:

“"Your name .’

, my capialn.'

YUARd In oeivil life?

“'A  moechanical engineer, retired, my
captain.' ’
" '"Your age exempts you from service.'

1 know it, my captain, I am sixty-one.
A volunteer.'

“*It's » bit hard hers at timas'

"I know that, too, my captaln,
have my reasons, and 1 volunteered.’

“He was a good poilu, nlways willing
and a'ways ready. And his matea fell
In love with him, wlllingly doing much
of the heavy work that weuld have fallen
to his lot. He accepted without falss mod-
esty, but inslsted In return dolng double and
triple service at the cbservation .posts. 1
found he lived in Parls, was a father and
grandfather, originally from Metz, and that
he had left Lorraine in 1871 rather than
becoma & German subject. Beyond that he
would say nothing of himself.

"One nlght before an attack, . who
WAS always an eager volunteer, went out
on préllminary service toward the enemy
lines and returned with ths necessary infor-
mation and thres minor wounds, for he bad
been under fire golng and coming. In six-
teen days, hard!y At. but at his own re-
quest, he returned to the company from the
hospital. And after the welcomes unusual
by his mates, his old eyes filled with tears
and he suddenly told his story.

“He had been born in the outskirts of
Matz, In 1870, when the clty wus Invaded
and captured by the Prusslans, a doszen
entered his father's house and tock posses-
slon. It was 6 in the afternoon, his mother
was lying 11l in bed and his father in the
fields at his work, for ths city had not yet
been attacked, and his father, beyond mill-
tary age. had refused to believe In any real
danger.

"There were thres beds In the house—a
modeat farmer's cottage. And thers were
twelve Prussians. Two dragged the sick
woman from her bed, half carried #.4d half
threw her down the stairs, where, amid the
cries of her terrified children, she was left
upon the kitchen fiqor. There, it neems, she
dled during the night. But before, some-
thing happenad,

“His father came In &t duak whils his
wife wan lying very still upon the floor with
her weaping children about her. Upstairs,
through the open door, there were sounds of

& heavy threelegged stool and invaded
wife's room—hia room. There h

But I

this body whers lie had been brutally pushed
with the word that ‘there was something
elge tu cry for,! vowed to uvenge his father,
to avenge his mother, to kill Prussians, to
kill as many Prussians as possible. So, In
the fullness of time, he volunteered, despite
the protests of his friends and of his chil-
dren, voluntesred after forty-five long-walt-
Ing years.

e served nineteen months in my
company, & brave and willing soldler in at-
tack, modest In bearing and beluved by all
his mates wnd offlcers, bearing seemingly a
charmed life. And more than one Boche
fell at his hands.

"Then one night he was struck full as he
scrambled out of a trench In an advance
upon the foe, struck full and killed in-
ntantly. We burled him on the morrow
upon reconguered ground, & little nearer
to Lorraine, this brave cld French poilu
who had lived his time and fulfilled his
destiny. And after a while, if we live, we
shall bury him again, in the outskirts of
Metz, with the tricolor of France flylng over
his native mod."

THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Teacher's Protest Against “Willful
Group”"—Veteran Offers Aid
To the Editor of the Evening Ledger:

Sir—In the current number of the News
Letter it Is stated that at the special meet-
Ing of the school representatives resolu-
tions about the State retirement fund were
unanimously adopted, when in reality sev-
eral representatives objected strongly, asked
permission to consult the teachers they are
supposed to represent, voted negatively, and
even sent written objections, but were
ignored ; therefore, the teachers of Phlla-
delphla should wake up to the use a small
group of the Teachers' Associntion |s mak-
ing of the power of the assoclation.

#t year the teaching force had to bear
the odium of asking & week's holiday at
Easter, the critlclam of the public and the
patriotie orders, when in reality the thou-
sands of parents and teachers did not and
do not want that week off. A small “willful”
Eroup “representing no one but themselves”
wanted It and used the prestige of our
assoclation to get It. In one district the
district representative would not even call
& meeting of teachers to vote on It, for she
knew the sentiment was against {t. She
sald, “They would kick anyhow.' \

Now, this williful group clalms that the
teachers of Philadelphia unanimously have
expressed themselves In favor of the new
State retirement bill (Tomkins bill). Every
tencher | have heard has expressed herself
an opposed to It—firgt, for the attempt to
Jam It through ; second, it proposes 1o make
women pay more than men and recelve less,
Insurance companies figure that women do
not live as long as men.

Third. The flood of light let Iin on the
financiul affairs of the State during the
present session should warn the teachers to
deliberate before making & change.

Fourth. Pubilelty is wholesome and ven-
tilating ; therefore, the teacheds should waka
up and demand that they be asked to vote,
thelr votes counted and registered, before
a small group sends out false reports of
“unanimous voting" that represent, as in
the recent national crisls, the volce of a
small group only, while the large majority
was powerless and knew nothing at all
about it

Let the teachers give n little thought to
the actions of those who brought so much
diseredit on us for claiming that all the
teachers wanted Baster weok.

We did not want that and we do not
want this new bill, and we are not unani-
mously for It, although the News Letter
plaims that the council of representatives
of the Philadelphis Teachers' . wsoclation
“representing every publio schoa” want it

Let the teachers demand that all im-
portant matters be rubmitted first to the
teachers individually for thelr vots and then
acted upon according to the vots of the
majority, instead of asccording to the de-

sire of a few. .
DISGUSTED TEACHER.
Fhiladelphia, April 9,

FOREIGN SERVICE VETERAN
To the Editor of the Evening Ledger:
Sir—There are quite & number of

What Do You Know?
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Negro Population :
C. K.—There are ahout 100,000 negroes |
Philadelphin, In 1810 there were 15000
negroes of all agea In the Third Ward
11,658 in the Seventh Ward and §09% In
the Thirtieth Ward, The 1910 figures, I
creansd by 15 per cent, yleld aproximately |
the present flgures, The above-named wards:
ars bounded on the west by the Schuylklils
River, thence east on Bpruce street,
on Seventh street, west on South streel =
south on Broad street, east on ‘F‘ltm‘
street, south on the Delaware River,
on Christinn street, south on Broad street, &
west on Washington avenue, southwest 082
Gray's Ferry avenue and west on El
utreet to the Schuylkill River,

Verona F

READER—You probably refer to the s
Congress of Veronn, which was a conference
of representatives of the chlef Europeds
Powers in October-December, 1822, It Wil |
called to ' settls disturbances in
particularly in Spain, and the chief resu
was armed intervention by France in 8§
the next year. Prince von Metternich, of;
Austria, presided at the conference, WhHiGH
was attended by the rulers of Prusaia, Al
tria, Russia, the two Sicllles and Sardin
and by the Duke of Wellington.

Citizenship

L. B—(a) It will not be necessary IS
you to return to Syracuse, N. Y. o o
out your second papers for citizenship &
you can prove that you have taken out Yoty
first papers. Your case can be Arrangess
at the United States Naturalization Bu :
Room 316, Federal (Postoffice) Bulldink
Ninth and Market streets, (b) The me
of summoning men to the colors has
been decided by the War Department.
you will wateh the papers you will learly
how it ia to be done. :

Cance Names o
W. M. C.—Patriotie or other appropriss
suggest themselves for a ©
ars Admiral Benson, Liberty Bark,
e e
no nnsylva ahA
e t.'mwu Porter, Qerard,
Paul Jones, Key, Mosquito, Subn
Chaser, Knife, Dart, Swoop, 1dle Hour,
Crus, Pago, ete

of the Virgin Islands
chased for $26,000,000, BSecretary
and the Danish Minister




